
“We don’t own the land, the land owns us.”  —   Bob Randall, Yankunytjatjara elder 

RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LAND 

Aboriginal Bob Randall, a Yankunytjatjara elder, ex-

plains the connectedness of every living thing.  

What is climate agriculture? Check out this video for a 

simple description. 

Enjoy the song, We Belong to the Earth, by Magpie 

and Kim and Reggie Harris. 

See how the indigenous White Mesa Community Group 

protested the commercial dumping of radioactive waste 

on their land.    

Watch a short presentation of different forms of land 

ownership among indigenous people in Asia, Africa 

and Latin America.  

Read how Pew Charitable Trusts works worldwide on 

conservation projects for a changing planet.  

Nygren Wetland Preserve: the Story.  View these ex-
quisite wetlands, listen to the story, and be captivated 
by all of the beauty.  
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EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON THE LAND 

Balancing food consumption and the sustainability of land is 
a critical issue as we approach a population of 10 billion in 
thirty years. 

Learn how climate change has impacted the length of the 
growing season, threat of fires, need for weed and pest 
control, water quality, and health of agricultural workers and 
livestock. 

Climate change adaptation, mitigation, desertification, land 
degradation and food security are addressed in this special 

report on land use and sustainable land management. 

The growth, harvest and quality of grapes have been affect-
ed by climate change and now threatens the production of 
many popular wine making grapes. 

Human activities have been the major driver for climate 
change.  View how extreme heat affects the land and eve-
rything on our earth. 

The climate crisis is increasingly linked to conflict and hu-
man displacement.  Read where the UN Refugee Agency is 
taking action to mitigate the crisis. 

Are floating cities the answer to climate change’s effects on 
land?  See how these cities may be an answer to over-
crowding and survival. 

Climate change could affect global agriculture within ten 

years according to NASA.  See which crops are affected.   

Dr. Jane Zelikova, a climate change scientist, tells us that 
we can help our planet by looking down at the soil beneath 
us. Carbon-rich soil can help us mitigate climate change.   

The climate crisis has affected plants and changed animal 
behaviors in many ways. Read how plants and animals 
have adapted to climate change.  

 

Second Quarter 2024 

The land is more than the ground we walk on. This newsletter explores different views of the land: those of indigenous 
peoples, as well as legal forms of land ownership. Some entries present the efforts of government, corporations and 
private citizens to safeguard the land, as well as the effects of the climate crisis on land use. Finally, we call your atten-
tion to the altering of the land by human drivers, and some actions we as individuals can take to preserve, protect, and 
respect this gift of the land. 

Climate Change and the Land 

NEWS UPDATE 

European court rules human rights were violated 

due to climate inaction. Case brought to court by 

Swiss women, mostly in their 70’s, who were affect-

ed by global warming.  

And in the US, Bucks County, Pennsylvania filed 

lawsuit accusing fossil fuel companies of carrying 

out deceptive marketing campaigns similar to those 

of the tobacco industry. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0sWIVR1hXw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0V2xzEw44Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fWeYa3cCho
https://www.grandcanyontrust.org/blog/white-mesa-inter-american-commission-human-rights
https://www.lifemosaic.net/eng/tol/land-rights/
https://www.lifemosaic.net/eng/tol/land-rights/
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2024/03/12/5-ways-to-help-nature-and-communities-build-climate-resilience
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AjxuWd715wM&t=3s
https://youtu.be/reuxjhlGw04?si=15xtsolwortm8slh
https://climatechange.chicago.gov/climate-impacts/climate-impacts-agriculture-and-food-supply
https://www.climateforesight.eu/articles/land-and-climate-change-a-close-connection/
https://www.climateforesight.eu/articles/land-and-climate-change-a-close-connection/
https://www.npr.org/2024/01/01/1222380410/grapes-used-in-champagne-may-become-harder-to-grow-because-of-climate-change
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dIsjcG7hTmo
https://www.unhcr.org/us/what-we-do/build-better-futures/environment-disasters-and-climate-change/climate-change-and#:~:text=Climate%20change%20is%20increasingly%20linked,and%20disasters%20need%20international%20protection
https://www.unhcr.org/us/what-we-do/build-better-futures/environment-disasters-and-climate-change/climate-change-and#:~:text=Climate%20change%20is%20increasingly%20linked,and%20disasters%20need%20international%20protection
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0oGaoqSAl0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NZIvvhGlR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=19zJCO1VBj4
https://www.neefusa.org/story/climate-change/how-climate-change-changing-animal-habits#:~:text=Warmer%20weather%20often%20means%20that,decade%20throughout%20the%20last%20century
https://www.neefusa.org/story/climate-change/how-climate-change-changing-animal-habits#:~:text=Warmer%20weather%20often%20means%20that,decade%20throughout%20the%20last%20century
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-68768598
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/05042024/bucks-county-pennsylvania-suing-fossil-fuel-industry/
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WHAT CAN YOU DO PERSONALLY? 

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  Human composting is now 
the ultimate and most environmentally-conscious alterna-
tive to conventional burial and cremation.    

What you eat can have a notable impact on your carbon 
footprint.  Learn which protein sources are the most cli-
mate friendly and why. 

If you haven’t already heard about Doug Tallamy’s idea 
of the Homegrown National Park, here’s a video worth 
watching. Whether you have a yard or just a pot on your 
patio, you can be part of the movement. 

If you own property, you can improve it by removing inva-
sive species and planting native ones. Here’s a list of 
plants to replace invasives. Though the list is for Con-
necticut, it also works for other northeastern states. 

You don’t need to wait for an organization or special day 
to help clean up litter. Take a litter bag with you when 

you walk the dog or yourself. Invite others to join you and 
help make your neighborhood a cleaner place.  Others 
may be motivated by your actions. 

Laudato Si’ Committee and Newsletter Contributors 

Joy Deignan, Sr. Terry Eppridge, Liliana Geldmacher,      

Barbara Kelly, Maureen Shanley, Eleanor Swanson, and 

Steve Tanneberger. 

Please provide feedback or suggestions for future topics 

to Joy Deignan (joydeignan@gmail.com).   

Also, I bought a rotating composting bin that is on a 

stand. I was careful to place it over dirt so that when 

liquids came out of the composting container, it would 

leak into the earth. Because the container rotates, I 

can put the composting materials into the octagonal 

container and turn it at the same time. However, since 

the composting materials were no longer on the 

ground, I added worms that I ordered from Amazon. I 

made the decision to no longer add eggshells be-

cause it simply takes too long for them to break down, 

and I did not like seeing those whites pieces of egg-

shell when I used it with my flower pots.  

The EPA has a website that will answer most of your 
questions.  There are YouTube videos here and here 
that show you how to create and maintain compost 
piles.  

Now you too can leave a lighter footprint on our earth.  
Enjoy flowers and veggies that will love your dark, 
rich, new earth!!!!  

Reflections of a Composter 

By Maureen Shanley 

Why I compost . . . .  I just wanted to leave a smaller 

footprint on this earth.  Approximately 20% to 35% of 

your weekly garbage could be composted to make rich 

new earth. All those kitchen veggie scraps make fertile 

soil that can be used to grow flowers or more veggies!  

In Connecticut, I had a patch of land where we piled all 

the fall leaves. I would simply dump my veggie scraps 

and then drag up some of the leaves to cover them. 

Granted, not all of the scraps turned into compost be-

cause I am sure that I was feeding many critters who 

considered this pile their “dinner table”. Personally, as 

long as the veggie scraps were not going to the gar-

bage dump, I was happy. 

In Florida, I had to change my leisurely way of com-

posting. I bought a container that I can keep on my 

kitchen counter. This container has a charcoal filter 

that prevents the funky smell that comes from veggies 

as they start to break down. I did not have the land 

where I could dump my veggie scraps because I did 

not want to invite roof rats, alligators, or other night 

creatures to dine close to my living space. 

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2024/03/22/1240080757/the-ultimate-green-burial-human-composting-lets-you-replenish-the-earth-after-de
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20221214-what-is-the-lowest-carbon-protein
https://vimeo.com/910961374/fa2c7ed11c?share=copy
https://www.conservect.org/?s=invasives+guide
https://cleanearthchallenge.com/
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bGRunDez1j4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxTzuasQLFo

