TRANSFORMING SOLIDARITY

Our community has been in Gravata for
more than 17 years, as a community inser
ed among the ordinary peopleand we
sought from the beginning to work socially
and pastorally, for leadership formation and
in different ways of evangelization. Naw
days, beyond the pastoral work with &hi
dren and catechesis, we have participated in
some public policies of municipa&ouncils
for Assistance and for Children.

dedicate ourselves more intensively in our
parish work in communities which have
been abandoned and are affected by the
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lack of access to basic rights. Then the idea
arose of creating the Artvida Project and
drawing up a plan to request financial assi
tance from the Insieme fund. The purposes
of this Project were, in the beginning, ted
velop the skills and sefsteem of he wam-

en of the neighborhood, the children and
teenagers, mainly recovering the humaaniz
tion of relationships where precariousness
and poverty had taken away dignity and the
right to dream of a new future. Our pse
ence with these young people seeks to give
them a new perspective because they are
exposed to threats of drugs, prostitution and
other vulnerabilities.

In the weekly meetings we.:
guide people in human fe
mation and we develop som
handicraft workshops; with
the children we have a pja i
room suitable for them, and %
this work is made possible by
the union of sevel forces:
from Ursuline sisters with the@
desire to transform, from the .
Christian Laborer Circle wit
the offer of the space, from
volunteer lay women and artisans with their
generogty and work, from our Institute with




the efforts and financial help to realize this
kindness where we are. In this way, through
art and togetherness, we develop the aspect
of beauty by recognizing the beauty of the
people and the beauty of what they @r
duce, and we keep the flame of hope alive
so that they can build a future different from
that of their parents.
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The political dimension integrates all our-a
tions and becomes indispensable, especially
in the political context of Brazil, where o
servatism ad extremism threatens so many
human rights. Therefore, in partnership with
the CEB's (basic Christian communities), we
seek to encourage lay leaders to participate
in this political formation in order to grow
with this sense of citizenship, assuring-h
man and political rights by integrating them
into an incarnated spirituality. This year a
friend named Tiago had a wonderful exper
ence and wanted to share with us theopr
cess he went through:

"My name is Tiago, I'm 26
years old and I'm a young
son of ruralworkers. | am
engaged in service to our
Catholic Church. | have
been a choirmaster, cat
chist;, EJC (meeting of
young people with Christ)
and have done other past

ral work since | was 11 years old. Based on
my evangelical principles, by which | seek to
care for the poorest and fight againstan
gualities and all other types of violencegetb
gan to look with some criticism at the pos
tions of representatives of our Churtb-

wards state programs for the care of basic
goods for the most needy. Gradually | toak
distance because | understood that the $s0
pel asked me for something else. And, on
the point of leaving the Church, it wassSi
ters Gabriela and Veluzia who showed me
and led me to Catholic mewments that are
aligned with this need for living that | had
missed. They introduced me to the basz e
clesial communities. | anmmensely happy
to be able to live my Clian spirituality
and Marian devotion in a complete way,
with my whole self, feeling welcomed and
SyO02dzNy 3SR (2 &ALINBIR

Sr. Gabriela Andrade OSU

st. pngela be with us and pray g,
Happy feast of . Angela
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USA Central

Ursuline of Dallas is making the
most of the "Season of Creation."

Maluza Escamilla's Spanish V Class at
Ursuline Academy of Dallas, TX, recently
planted a tree in front of the school. The
project was in response to Pope Francis' call
to take care of Mother Earth and be
environmental stewards. Students reflected
about the experience in essays they wrote in
Spanish. The strategic imperatives of
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on the website. All students wrote a one
page article with pictures and takeaways as
part of their assessments. The class also
produced a 5 min video of the experience.
Below is a snapshot of the site:
https://seasonofcreation.org/es/eventss/
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"This project will help to share the message
of 'take care of the common horbecause
we are helping the school's environment,”
junior Ale Chapa said. "The tree symbolizes
what people can do to help the enwiro
YSyidodé ¢KS GNBSUa |
will turn pink in the spring.

The video with St. Francis song as akbac
@rgundgngl Spanistssviitiescame \Gagched
anywhere with a Microsoft platform with
this link:
http://web.microsoftstream.com/video/e4f2
e8bcee8934a91-83fa-27e5a27323d7
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"We said a peace prayer with Sr. LoissfCa
tillon)," senior Annmarie Melsheimer said.
"We also named the tree Paquito in honor of
Pope Francis."
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https://seasonofcreation.org/es/events-es/
http://web.microsoftstream.com/video/e4f2e8bc-ee89-4a91-83fa-27e5a27323d7
http://web.microsoftstream.com/video/e4f2e8bc-ee89-4a91-83fa-27e5a27323d7

The Spanish V is a new class at UA this year
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Spanish. Ouwery first project was to a-
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ble with our mother earth and take care of
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with the feast of St. Francis of Assisi.
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searched the site looking for opportunities
for using different languagesfound suggs-
tions and resources for celebrating thease
son of creation around the world. The class
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found these ideas great to incorporate and
participatingg A 1 K & dzRSy G aQ
video production.

We are very proud thavecontributed to

this call. We are thankful t8ister Lois, in
Dallas and also to Sister Ann Marie from
Ergland and Sister Moekti from Indonesia,
who from Rome sent the initial invitation to
Sr. Lois!

The students who participated in this project
were:

AnyaAAgarwaI '19
'fS [ KF LI
Sophia Fernandgs 19
LYY YFNXS
Monet Stover '19
Natalia Walls 20
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Mexico

"Children crave a world of peace"
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In the "Union School”, PROVINCE OF IMEX
CO, we help children to grow in a peaceful
environment. Our programs include diverse
activities designed to work with the entire
Educational Community.

Through the continuous practice of values
we help children to form their conscience
and nurture their hearts. We encourage-r
flection and we make se of every exper
ence that sensitizes them to the damage
caused by aggression and how we ourselves
can continually be aggressors. Thus, they
themselves have expressed their desire for a
world of peace.

One activity, promoted by the government,
once a monh, is the secalled "Orange Day",
whose objective is to train people in gender
equality, promote respect for the integrity of
women and value their equality in dignity,
rights and opportunities. We emphasize the
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essence of the Woman of being a gestator of
life, tenderness, delicacy and love,among
other values, so necessary in our curreat s
ciety. It is precisely this that we try to sow in
our students to cultivate their spirit and to
help them undestand that ALL men and
women have in their essence thevihe call

to be defenders and genettors of life.

The school joins different projects promoted
by the Ministry of Education such as theopr
ject called "Puebla lives" which aims toopr
mote coexisence free of \alence.

¢ KS
commiment to JPIC and the call of the Holy
Father towards the care of our oonon
home, carrying out, year after year, the
"Campaign for the Care of the Enviroent"
with a series of activities that are mentioned
below:

Gallery of painihgs: Students express their
need to rescue our planet and do so through
different drawings that invite visitors to raise
their awareness.

Playful Reg-
cling: Students
and parents
were given the
task of impé-
menting  their
creatvity by
making toys with wste materials and at the
same time achieving a playful space with
their children.
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Motivating readings: We have shared diffe
ent readings, to be heard by children and
adults, inviting them to care for animals,
plants and the environment in general.
Dancingand singing: These have been-a
other form of expression of love and care for
our planet.

Staging: The students, through present
tions, sensitized the audience to avoid the
felling of trees and others.

Parade: The creativity of parents and lehi
dren was setin motion and original cra
tions were made with recyed materials
they had at home.

Collection of materials for recycling: With
0KS O2tftlF02NIGA2Y 27
the collection of different materials for rge
cling was carried out.
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rating with our small grain of sand we rco
tribute to the formation of a better human

ty and we will revitalise our planet a little,
from such a serious illness.

CROATIA

Ecology has an important place in ourued
cational institutions. It is particularly alive
when we celebrate the international Day of
the Earth, the Day of Water and all thatrco
cerns ecology. Through different activities
sisters have encouraged children and grewn
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ups to develop an ecological senst love

for nature and environmental protection. Save the Earth, ride a
Some of the goals:

- develop eco curiosity and a respans

ble attitude towards the environment G{F oS GKS 9 NIKZI MARS |
- encourage admiration and respect gan we had several workshops. Children

for nature were taught that the bike was the healthiest

- develop sensitivity to everything that vehicle. It does not pollute the air!

threatens the environment After the children had heard about thedhi

- enrich knowledge by adopting the tory of the bike, they got to know its parts
concepts of ecology and environmentalopr and then the traffic signs they can come

across in traffic. They made their own signs
and they drew an imaginary road and then
played and practised through the play their
behaviour (as a pedestrian or a bikeenylin
different situations on the road. Riding & b
cycle does not pollute the environment; we
keep our health and the health of our Earth.

tection

Children in our kindergartens have made
containers of natural materials for different
sorts of waste (green for glass, yellow for
plastic, blue for paper, red for battese.).
So they learn to recycle and separate the
waste. Sr.Jasminka Pompe&dSU
They tried to make their own recycled paper

and they succeeded brilliantly. At the @i

tive of the chidren, we added tinsel and f??’%ﬂ&%’

drops of fragrant oil, and they all enjoyed

the look and smell of the paper.

France/Belgium/Spain

Beaugency
The parish pre shytery as a
place of we | come

The Association Oasis du Vah link with
JRS Welcome Jesuits Refugee Serviedor
welcoming nigrants, was bgun at Chris
mas 2016, to welcome refugees,igrants
and those in urgent need to a place to stay.




