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TRANSFORMING SOLIDARITy 
 
Our community has been in Gravatá for 
more than 17 years, as a community insert-
ed among the ordinary people and we 
sought  from the beginning to work socially 
and pastorally, for leadership formation and 
in different ways of evangelization. Nowa-
days, beyond the pastoral work with chil-
dren and catechesis, we have participated in 
some public policies of municipal councils 
for Assistance and for Children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two years ago we recognized the need to 
dedicate ourselves more intensively in our 
parish work in communities which have 
been abandoned and are affected by the 

lack of access to basic rights. Then the idea 
arose of creating the Artvida Project and 
drawing up a plan to request financial assis-
tance from the Insieme fund. The purposes 
of this Project were, in the beginning, to de-
velop the skills and self-esteem of the wom-
en of the neighborhood, the children and 
teenagers, mainly recovering the humaniza-
tion of relationships where precariousness 
and poverty had taken away dignity and the 
right to dream of a new future. Our pres-
ence with these young people seeks to give 
them a new perspective because they are 
exposed to threats of drugs, prostitution and 
other vulnerabilities. 

 
In the weekly meetings we 
guide people in human for-
mation and we develop some 
handicraft workshops; with 
the children we have a play-
room suitable for them, and 
this work is made possible by 
the union of several forces: 
from Ursuline sisters with the 
desire to transform, from the 
Christian Laborer Circle with 
the offer of the space, from 
volunteer lay women and  artisans with their 
generosity and work, from our Institute with 
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the efforts and financial help to realize this 
kindness where we are. In this way, through 
art and togetherness, we develop the aspect 
of beauty by recognizing the beauty of the 
people and the beauty of what they pro-
duce, and we keep the flame of hope alive 
so that they can build a future different from 
that of their parents. 

 
The political dimension integrates all our ac-
tions and becomes indispensable, especially 
in the political context of Brazil, where con-
servatism and extremism threatens so many 
human rights. Therefore, in partnership with 
the CEB's (basic Christian communities), we 
seek to encourage lay leaders to participate 
in this political formation in order to grow 
with this sense of citizenship, assuring hu-
man and political rights by integrating them 
into an incarnated spirituality. This year a 
friend named Tiago had a wonderful experi-
ence and wanted to share with us the pro-
cess he went through: 
 

"My name is Tiago, I'm 26 
years old and I'm a young 
son of rural workers. I am 
engaged in service to our 
Catholic Church. I have 
been a choirmaster, cate-
chist, EJC (meeting of 
young people with Christ) 
and have done other pasto-

ral work since I was 11 years old. Based on 
my evangelical principles, by which I seek to 
care for the poorest and fight against ine-
qualities and all other types of violence, I be-
gan to look with some criticism at the posi-
tions of representatives of our Church to-

wards state programs for the care of basic 
goods for the most needy. Gradually I took a 
distance because I understood that the Gos-
pel asked me for something else.  And, on 
the point of leaving the Church, it was Sis-
ters Gabriela and Veluzia who showed me 
and led me to Catholic movements that are 
aligned with this need for living that I had 
missed. They introduced me to the basic ec-
clesial communities. I am immensely happy 
to be able to live my Christian spirituality 
and Marian devotion in a complete way, 
with my whole self, feeling welcomed and 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 
 
 
 

 
Sr. Gabriela Andrade OSU  
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USA Central  
 

Ursuline of Dallas is making the 
most of the "Season of Creation."  

 
Maluza Escamilla's Spanish V Class at 
Ursuline Academy of Dallas, TX, recently 
planted a tree in front of the school. The 
project was in response to Pope Francis' call 
to take care of Mother Earth and be 
environmental stewards. Students reflected 
about the experience in essays they wrote in 
Spanish. The strategic imperatives of 
¦ǊǎǳƭƛƴŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ŀǎƪ ǳǎ ǘƻ άŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ 
environmŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇέΦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

²ƛǘƘ {ƛǎǘŜǊ [ƻƛǎΩǎ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ 
ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ± Ŏƭŀǎǎ άŜǾŜƴǘέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ 
on the website. All students wrote a one-
page article with pictures and takeaways as 
part of their assessments. The class also 
produced a 5 min video of the experience. 
Below is a snapshot of the site: 
https://seasonofcreation.org/es/events-es/ 

"This project will help to share the message 
of 'take care of the common home' because 
we are helping the school's environment," 
junior Ale Chapa said. "The tree symbolizes 
what people can do to help the environ-
ƳŜƴǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŜϥǎ ŀ wŜŘ .ǳŘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ 
will turn pink in the spring. 
The video  with St. Francis song as a back-
ground and Spanish subtitles can be watched 
anywhere with a Microsoft platform with 
this link:  
http://web.microsoftstream.com/video/e4f2
e8bc-ee89-4a91-83fa-27e5a27323d7 

 
"We said a peace prayer with Sr. Lois (Cas-
tillon)," senior Annmarie Melsheimer said. 
"We also named the tree Paquito in honor of 
Pope Francis." 

 

https://seasonofcreation.org/es/events-es/
http://web.microsoftstream.com/video/e4f2e8bc-ee89-4a91-83fa-27e5a27323d7
http://web.microsoftstream.com/video/e4f2e8bc-ee89-4a91-83fa-27e5a27323d7
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The Spanish V  is a new class at UA this year 
ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ άǎŜǊǾƛŀƳέ ƛƴ 
Spanish. Our very first project was to re-
ǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ tƻǇŜΩǎ Francis Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ άōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎi-
ble with our mother earth and take care of 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ōȅ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ¦! ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ άǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ 
-ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ άǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻƴ hŎǘΦ п 
with the feast of St. Francis of Assisi.   
 
Lǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ {ǊΦ [ƻƛǎΩǎ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ά{Ŝŀǎƻƴ ƻŦ 
/ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ƛǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƭŀǎǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ǌe-
searched the site looking for opportunities 
for using different languages- found sugges-
tions and resources for celebrating the sea-
son of creation around the world. The class 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ άǇƭŀƴǘ ŀ ǘǊŜŜέΦ ²Ŝ 
found these ideas great to incorporate and 
participating ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
video production. 
 
We are very proud to have contributed to 
this call. We are thankful to Sister Lois, in 
Dallas and also to Sister Ann Marie from 
England and Sister Moekti from Indonesia, 
who from Rome sent the initial invitation to 
Sr. Lois!  
The students who participated in this project 
were: 
Anya Agarwal '19 
!ƭŜ /ƘŀǇŀ Ψнл 
Sophia Fernandes '19 
!ƴƴƳŀǊƛŜ aŜƭǎƘŜƛƳŜǊ Ψмф 
Monet Stover '19 
Natalia Walls '20 
 

Maluza Escamilla 

 
 

Mexico  
 

"Children crave a world of peace"  

 

 

 
 

In the "Union School", PROVINCE OF MEXI-
CO, we help children to grow in a peaceful 
environment. Our programs include diverse 
activities designed to work with the entire 
Educational Community. 
Through the continuous practice of values 
we help children to form their conscience 
and nurture their hearts. We encourage re-
flection and we make use of every experi-
ence that sensitizes them to the damage 
caused by aggression and how we ourselves 
can continually be aggressors. Thus, they 
themselves have expressed their desire for a 
world of peace. 
One activity, promoted by the government, 
once a month, is the so-called "Orange Day", 
whose objective is to train people in gender 
equality, promote respect for the integrity of 
women and value their equality in dignity, 
rights and opportunities. We emphasize the 
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essence of the Woman of being a gestator of 
life, tenderness, delicacy and love,among 
other values, so necessary in our current so-
ciety. It is precisely this that we try to sow in 
our students to cultivate their spirit and to 
help them understand that ALL men and 
women have in their essence the divine call 
to be defenders and generators of life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The school joins different projects promoted 
by the Ministry of Education such as the pro-
ject called "Puebla lives" which aims to pro-
mote coexistence free of violence. 
 
¢ƘŜ ά¦ƴƛƻƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ Ƙŀǎ joined the Ursuline 
commitment to JPIC and the call of the Holy 
Father towards the care of our common 
home, carrying out, year after year, the 
"Campaign for the Care of the Environment" 
with a series of activities that are mentioned 
below: 
Gallery of paintings: Students express their 
need to rescue our planet and do so through 
different drawings that invite visitors to raise 
their awareness. 
 

Playful Recy-
cling: Students 
and parents 
were given the 
task of imple-
menting their 
creativity by 

making toys with waste materials and at the 
same time achieving a playful space with 
their children. 

Motivating readings: We have shared differ-
ent readings, to be heard by children and 
adults, inviting them to care for animals, 
plants and the environment in general. 
Dancing and singing: These have been an-
other form of expression of love and care for 
our planet. 
Staging: The students, through presenta-
tions, sensitized the audience to avoid the 
felling of trees and others. 
Parade: The creativity of parents and chil-
dren was set in motion and original crea-
tions were made with recycled materials 
they had at home. 
Collection of materials for recycling: With 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ 
the collection of different materials for recy-
cling was carried out. 

 
 

 
!ǘ ά¦ƴƛƽƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭέΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ Ŏƻƭƭŀōo-
rating with our small grain of sand we con-
tribute to the formation of a better humani-
ty and we will revitalise our planet a little, 
from such a serious illness. 
 
 
 

  
CROATIA 

 
Ecology has an important place in our edu-
cational institutions. It is particularly alive 
when we celebrate the international Day of 
the Earth, the Day of Water and all that con-
cerns ecology. Through different activities 
sisters have encouraged children and grown-
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ups to develop an ecological sense of love 
for nature and environmental protection. 
Some of the goals: 
- develop eco curiosity and a responsi-
ble attitude towards the environment 
- encourage admiration and respect 
for nature 
- develop sensitivity to everything that 
threatens the environment 
- enrich knowledge by adopting the 
concepts of ecology and environmental pro-

tection 
Children in our kindergartens have made 
containers of natural materials for different 
sorts of waste (green for glass, yellow for 
plastic, blue for paper, red for batteries...). 
So they learn to recycle and separate the 
waste. 
They tried to make their own recycled paper 
and they succeeded brilliantly. At the initia-
tive of the children, we added tinsel and 
drops of fragrant oil, and they all enjoyed 
the look and smell of their paper.  
 

 

 
 

 
Save the Earth, ride  a 

 
 
ά{ŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΣ ǊƛŘŜ ŀ ōƛƪŜάΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƭo-
gan we had several workshops. Children 
were taught that the bike was the healthiest 
vehicle. It does not pollute the air! 
After the children had heard about the his-
tory of the bike, they got to know its parts 
and then the traffic signs they can come 
across in traffic. They made their own signs 
and they drew an imaginary road and then 
played and practised through the play their 
behaviour (as a pedestrian or a bike rider) in 
different situations on the road. Riding a bi-
cycle does not pollute the environment; we 
keep our health and the health of our Earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sr. Jasminka Pomper OSU 

 
 
 

 
 
 

France/Belgium/Spain  
 

Beaugency  : 
The parish pre sbytery as a 

place of we l come 
 
The Association Oasis du Val, in link with 
JRS Welcome « Jesuits Refugee Service » for 
welcoming migrants, was begun at Christ-
mas 2016, to welcome refugees, migrants 
and those in urgent need to a place to stay.  


