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LS 15: Structure of Laudato Si

“I will begin by briefly reviewing several aspects of the present 

ecological crisis

I will then consider some principles drawn from the Judaeo-Christian 

tradition which can render our commitment to the environment more 

coherent

I will then attempt to get to the root of the present situation, so as to 

consider not only its symptoms but also its deepest causes

I will then advance some broader proposals for dialogue and action

I will then offer some inspired guidelines for human development to be 

found in the treasure of Christian spiritual experience.”
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Structure of this presentation:

See: What is happening to our common home – the 

ecological crisis and human roots (ch 1& 3)

Judge: Theological/Faith Perspective for addressing the 

ecological crisis –Theology of Communion/Integral 

Ecology (ch 2 & 4)

Act: What needs to be done (Proposals for dialogue and 

action)/guidelines for human development (ch 5&6)
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What is happening to our common home:

The Ecological Crisis & Root Causes
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“Our goal is not to amass information or to satisfy 

curiosity,

but to become painfully aware, 

to dare to turn what is happening to the world 

into our own personal suffering

and thus discover what each of us can do about it.” (LS 

19)
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What is happening to our common home?

1. Pollution and climate change

2. The issue of water

3. Loss of biodiversity

4. Decline of quality of human life & breakdown of society

5. Global inequality

6. Weak responses

7. Variety of opinions

“Since everything is closely interrelated, today’s problems call for a 
vision capable of taking into account every aspect of the global crisis.” 
(LS 137) 7



Pollution

“There is pollution  that affects everyone, caused by 

transport, industrial fumes, substances which contribute to 

the acidification of soil and water, fertilizers, insecticides, 

fungicides, herbicides and agrotoxins in general.” (LS 20)8



Waste & Throw-away Culture

“Each year hundreds of millions of tons of waste are generated, much of it 
non-biodegradable, highly toxic and radioactive…

The earth,  our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense 
pile of filth… the once  beautiful landscapes are now covered with  
rubbish” (LS 21) 

“These problems are closely linked to a throwaway culture which affects 
the excluded just as it reduces things to rubbish.” (LS 22)
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Climate Change

“A very solid scientific consensus indicates that we are presently witnessing a 
disturbing warming of the climatic system.

In recent decades this warming has been accompanied by a constant rise in 
the sea level and, it would appear, by an increase of extreme weather 
events…

10



Super-storm – new normal of climate change
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“Most global warming in recent decades is due to the great concentration 

of greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, methane, nitrogen oxides and others) 

released mainly as a result of human activity.

Concentrated in the atmosphere, these gases do not allow the warmth of 

the sun’s rays reflected by the earth to be dispersed in space.” (LS 23)12



“The problem is aggravated by a model of development 
based on the intensive use of fossil fuels, which is at the 
heart of the worldwide energy system.” (LS 23)13



“The melting in the polar ice caps and high altitude plains can lead to 

dangerous release of methane gas, while the decomposition of frozen organic 

material can further increase the emission of carbon dioxide.”(LS 24) 
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“Things are made worse by the loss of tropical forests which would 

otherwise mitigate climate change. 

The loss of forests and woodlands also causes the loss of biodiversity – the 

“loss of species which may constitute extremely important resources for the 

future, not only for food but also for curing disease & other uses.”
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Rising sea levels
“If the present trend continue, this 

century may well witness 

extraordinary climate change and a 

unprecedented destruction of the 

ecosystem with severe 

consequences for all of us.

A rise in the sea level can create 

extremely serious situations, if we 

consider that a quarter of the 

world’s population lives on the coast 

or nearby, and that the majority of 

our mega-cities are situated in the 

coastal areas.” (LS 24)16



“Climate change is a global problem with grave implications: 

environmental, social, economic, political and for the 

distribution of goods. It represents one of the principal 

challenges facing humanity today.” (LS 25)
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Cry of the earth… Cry of the Poor

“a true ecological approach always becomes a social approach: it 

must integrate questions of justice in debates on the environment, 

so as to hear the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor” (LS 49)
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“Its worst impact will probably be felt by 

developing countries in coming decades. 

Many of the poor live in areas particularly 

affected by phenomena related to 

warming, and their means of subsistence 

are largely dependent on natural reserves 

and ecosystemic services such as 

agriculture, fishing and forestry. 

They have no other financial activities or 

resources which can enable them to 

adapt to climate change or to face 

natural disasters, and their access to 

social services and protection is very 

limited.”
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Consumerism rather Population Growth as cause for CC

 Instead of resolving the problems of the poor and thinking of how the world 
can be different, some can only propose a reduction in the birth rate… 

 To blame population growth instead of extreme and selective consumerism 
on the part of some, is one way of refusing to face the issues. It is an 
attempt to legitimize the present model of distribution, where a minority 
believes that it has the right to consume in a way which can never be 
universalized, since the planet could not  even contain the waste product 
of such consumption.” (LS 50)
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Climate change & Migration

“This  in turn affects the livelihood 
of the poor, who are forced to leave 
their homes, with great uncertainty 
for their future and that of their 
children. 

There have been tragic rise in the 
number of migrants seeking to flee 
from growing poverty caused by 
environmental degradation.” (LS 25)
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Decline of the quality of life & breakdown of society

“Growth of many cities which 
have become unhealthy to live 
in, not only because of 
pollution caused by toxic 
emissions but also as a result 
of urban chaos, poor 
transportation, and visual 
pollution and noise.”
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“Effects of technological 
innovations on employment, 
social exclusion, an inequitable 
distribution and consumption 
energy and other services, social 
breakdown, increased violence 
and a rise in new forms of social 
aggression, drug trafficking, 
growing drug use by young 
people, and the loss of identity” 
(LS 46)
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Global Inequality  A true “ecological debt” exists, 

particularly between the global north 

and south, connected to commercial 

imbalances with effects on the 

environment and the disproportionate 

use of natural resources by certain 

countries over a long period of time..

 The warming caused by huge 

consumption on the part of some rich 

countries has repercussions on the 

poorest areas of the world..

 Developing countries, where the most 

important reserves of the biosphere are 

found, continue to fuel the development 

of richer countries at the cost of their 

own present and future. (LS 52)
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Weak Responses

 “The problem is that we still lack the culture needed to confront 

this crisis. We lack leadership capable of striking out on new paths 

and meeting the needs of the present with concern for all and 

without prejudice to the coming generations.” (LS 53)

 It is remarkable how weak international responses have been. The 

failure of global summits on the environment make it plain that 

our politics are subject to technology and finance. 

There are too many special interests, and economic interests easily 

end up trumping the common good and manipulating information so 

that their own plans will not be affected. (LS 54)
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“People may well have a growing ecological sensitivity but it 

has not succeeded in changing their harmful habits of 

consumption which, rather than decreasing, appear to be 

growing all the more.” (LS 55)

“Economic powers continue to justify the current global system 

where priority tends to be given to speculation and the pursuit 

of financial gain, which fail to take the context into account, 

let alone the effects on human dignity and the natural 

environment.” (LS 56)
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Ecological Crisis and Wars

“Once certain resources have been 

depleted, the scene will be set for 

new wars, albeit under the guise of 

noble claims. 

Wars always does grave harm to the 

environment and to the cultural 

riches of peoples, risks which are 

magnified when one considers 

nuclear arms and biological 

weapons.” (LS 57)
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Variety of Opinions in addressing the ecological crisis:

two extreme positions

“Those who doggedly uphold the myth of progress and 
tells us that ecological problems will solve themselves 
simply with the application of new technology without 
any need for ethical considerations or deep change.

At the other extreme are those who view men and 
women and all their interventions as no more than a 
threat, jeopardizing the global ecosystem, and 
consequently the presence of human beings on the 
planet should be reduced and all forms of intervention 
prohibited.” (LS 60)
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Warning: Our Common Home in Serious Disrepair

“We need to only to take a frank look at the facts to see 

that our common home is falling into serious disrepair…

Still we can see signs that things are now reaching a 

breaking point, due to rapid pace of change and 

degradation; 

these are evident in large-scale disasters as  well as social 

and even financial crises, for the world’s problems cannot 

be analyzed or explained in isolation.” (LS 61)
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The human origins & root causes of the ecological crisis

The dominant technocratic paradigm

The excessive anthropocentrism
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Technocratic Paradigm dominating economic & political life

 The worldview that sees things as separate and disconnected

 the idea of unlimited growth promoted by economists, 

financiers and experts in technology and adopted globally.

 based on the lie that there is an infinite supply of the earth’s 

goods, and this leads to the planet being squeezed dry beyond 

every limit. 

 The economy accepts every advance in technology with a view 

to profit, without concern for its potentially negative impact on 

human beings. Technology has been corrupted by our greed. 

 Nature is something to be overcome, to be rendered completely 

open to manipulation for quick profit. (109) 31



Anthropocentrism
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Excessive Anthropocentrism

“An inadequate presentation of Christian anthropology gave rise to a 

wrong understanding of the relationship between human beings and 

the world…

A Promethean vision of mastery over the world which gave the 

impression that the protection of nature was something that only the 

faint-hearted cared about. 

“This situation has led to a constant schizophrenia, wherein a 

technocracy which sees no intrinsic value in lesser beings coexists with 

the other extreme, which sees no special value in human beings.” 117

“This leads to a misguided lifestyle.  When human beings place 

themselves at the centre, they give absolute priority to immediate 

convenience and all else becomes relative.” 33



Manifestations of Relativism

 It drives one person to take advantage of another, to treat others as mere 
objects rather than subjects of intrinsic God-given dignity;

 It creates forced labour and enslaves individuals and nations to pay so-
called “debts”;

 It manifests in the sexual exploitation of children, abandonment of the 
elderly, human trafficking, organized crime, drug smuggling, commerce 
in human organs of the Poor, blood diamond and fur of endangered 
species;

 It chooses to “allow the invisible forces of the market to regulate the 
economy, and consider their impact on society and nature as collateral 
damage”; 

 It is a “use and throw away” logic that “generates so much waste, 
because of the disordered desire to consume more than what is really 
necessary” [No.123]. 34



The Gospel of Creation:

Theological-Faith Perspective for 

Responding to the Ecological Crisis 
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“Principles drawn from Judaeo-Christian tradition that 

which can render our commitment to the environment 

more coherent.” (LS 15)

“to show how faith convictions can offer Christians and 

some other believers ample motivation to care for nature 

and the most vulnerable of their brothers and sisters.” 

“their responsibility within creation, and their duty 

towards nature and the Creator, are an essential part of 

the faith” (LS 64)
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Human Beings: made in God’s image and likeness

“Every man and woman is created out of love and 

made in God’s image and likeness (Gen 1:26) which 

shows the immense dignity of each person, capable of 

self-knowledge, self-possession and of freely giving 

himself and entering into communion with other 

persons.” (CCC 357, LS 65, )
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Created for Communion: We are All Interconnected

Core Teaching: Human beings - created for 

communion with God, with one another and with 

the rest of creation/earth

“Human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely 

intertwined relationships: 

(1) with God

(2) with our neighbor

(3) and with the earth itself” (66)
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Created for communion with God, 



with one another and with all creation.



Universal Communion

“as part of the universe, called into being by one Father, all of us are 

linked by unseen bonds and together form a kind of universal family, a 

sublime communion which fills us with a sacred, affectionate and 

humble respect.” (89) 

This is not to put all living beings on the same level nor deprive human 

beings of their unique worth and the tremendous responsibility that it 

entails. (90)

“A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real if 

our hearts lack tenderness, compassion and concern for our fellow 

human beings.” (91)

“When our hearts are authentically open to universal communion, this 

sense of fraternity excludes nothing and no one. (92) 41



Excursus: What does communion mean and entail?

Koinonia (Greek), Communio (Latin), Unione Fraterna
(Italian) 

having something in common

being connected by a common bond, union, solidarity

 fellowship, kinship, friendship, fraternity, community, 
partnership

Sharing, participation

Horizontal communion = unity in diversity, equality in dignity

“friends are of one heart and mind and they share everything in 
common” (Nicomachean Ethics, Acts of the Apostles)
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Excursus: Theology of Communion
 Emerged as the earliest model of the Church (Acts 2:42-47, 

4:32-35) – fellowship of believers, communion of faith, table-
fellowship, communion of Gods

 Retrieved in Vatican II, Lumen Gentium (the Church as 
Communion) and grounded on the Trinity 

 Developed in Trinitarian discourse (Perichoretic Communion of 
the Three Divine Persons)

Goal of Ecumenical dialogue (restoration of full communion)

 Applied to Religious Life (Vita Consecrata)

 Expanded by Pope Francis in Laudato Si (universal communion) –
to include communion with God, among all human beings and 
with all creation (echoing St. Francis of Assisi) 43



The Trinitarian Communion – Foundation of Interrelatedness

The ultimate foundation of this vision of interrelatedness of 

all things is the Triune God who creates all things:

“The divine Persons are subsistent relations, and the world, 

created according to the divine model, is a web of 

relationships.” (240)

This understanding that all creation reflects God’s triune, 

and relational nature gives rise to a way of perceiving the 

world that is attentive to interconnection.
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Being Made in the Image and Likeness of God

Men and women are made in the image and likeness of God

 The basis of equality in human dignity and human rights

 The social/relational nature of human beings, their 

interconnectedness with one another and the rest of creation, 

is grounded on and reflects God’s nature as communion.

 They are given the responsibility to care for creation – nurture 

and develop it as co-creators (creation as ongoing process)

 Having “dominion” is to be understood in terms of stewardship

 It should not be understood in anthropocentric terms
45



“We are not God. The earth was here before us and it has been given to us. 
This allows us to respond to the charge that Judaeo-Christian thinking on the 
basis of the Genesis account which grants “dominion” over the earth has 
encouraged the unbridled exploitation of nature by painting him as 
domineering and destructive of nature. This is not a correct interpretation 
of the Bible as understood by the Church…

We must forcefully reject the notion that our being created in God’s image 
and given dominion over the earth justifies absolute domination over other 
creatures.

“Tilling” refers to cultivating, ploughing or working while “keeping” means 
caring protecting, overseeing and preserving. This implies a relationship of  
mutual responsibility between human beings and nature. Each community 
can take from the bounty of the earth whatever it needs for subsistence, 
but it also has the duty to protect the earth and ensure its fruitfulness for 
the coming generations. The earth is the Lord’s (Ps 24), to him belongs all 
that is within it (Dt 10:14). Thus, God rejects every claim to absolute 
ownership.” (LS 67)
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Human Beings not absolute owners: Common destination of goods

“The earth is essentially a shared inheritance, whose fruits 

are meant to benefit everyone. For believers, this becomes 

a question of fidelity to the Creator, since God created the 

world for everyone.” (94)

“The natural environment is a collective good, the 

patrimony of all humanity and the responsibility for 

everyone. If we make something our own, it is only to 

administer it for the good of all.” (95)
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A spirituality which forgets God as all-powerful and 

Creator is not acceptable. 

That is how we end up worshipping earthly powers, or 

ourselves usurping the place of God, even to the point of 

claiming an unlimited right to trample creation underfoot.

The best way to restore men and women to their rightful 

place, putting an end to their claim to absolute dominion 

over the earth, is to speak once more of the figure of a 

Father who creates and who alone owns the world.” (75)
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No to tyrannical anthropocentrism

 Responsibility for God’s earth means that human beings, 

endowed with intelligence, must respect the laws of nature and 

the delicate equilibrium existing  between the creatures of this 

world… 

 The laws found in the Bible dwell on the relationships, not only 

among individuals but also with other living beings… Clearly, the 

Bible has no place  for a tyrannical anthropocentrism 

unconcerned for other creatures. (68)

 Together with our obligation to use the earth’s goods 

responsibly, we are called to recognize that other living beings 

have a value of their own in God’s eyes. (69)
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Sin: Rupture of Communion – Breaking 3 vital relationships

These three vital relationships have been broken, both outwardly and 
within us. This rupture is sin. (66)

The harmony between the Creator, humanity and creation as a whole was 
disrupted by our presuming to take the place of God and refusing to 
acknowledge our creaturely limitations. This in turn distorted the mandate 
to “have dominion” over the earth.

As a result, the originally harmonious relationship between human beings 
and nature became conflictual (cf. Gen 3:17-19). (The harmony which St. 
Francis of Assisi experienced with all creatures was seen as a healing of 
that rapture).

Sin is manifest in all its destructive power in wars, the various forms of 
violence and abuse, the abandonment of the must vulnerable and attacks 
of nature. (66)

(violence, oppression, injustice, the destruction of the environment 
are manifestation of sin/selfishness, greed – the rupture of 
communion) 50



“When nature is viewed solely as a source of profit and gain, 

this has serious consequences for society. 

This vision of “might is right” has engendered immense 

inequality, injustice and acts of violence against the 

majority of humanity, since resources end up in the hands of 

the first comer or the most powerful: the winner takes all. 

Completely at odds with this model are the ideals of 

harmony, justice, fraternity and peace as proposed by 

Jesus.” (82)
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“The entire material universe speaks of God’s love, his boundless affection for 

us. Soil, water, mountains; everything is, as it were, a caress of God. The history 

of our friendship with God is always linked to particular places which take on an 

intensely personal meaning; we all remember places, and revisiting those 

memories does much good. Anyone who has grown up in the hills or used to sit by 

the spring to drink, or played outdoors in the neighborhood square; going back to 

these places is a chance to recover something of their true selves.”(84)

“When we see God reflected in all that exists, our hearts are moved to praise the 

Lord for all his creatures and to worship him in union with them… (87)

“Nature as a whole not only manifests God but is also a locus of his presence. 

The Spirit of life dwells in every living creature and calls us to enter into 

relationship with him.” (88)
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“Peace, justice and the preservation of creation are three 
absolute interconnected themes which cannot be separated 
and treated individually without once again falling into 
reductionism.

Everything is related and we human beings are united as 
brothers and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage, woven 
together by the love God has for each of his creatures and 
which also unites us in fond affection with brother sun, 
sister noon, brother river and mother earth.” (92)
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 Injustice and violence flows from not recognizing the 

social destination of the world’s goods.

 Injustice exists when an individual, group or nation –

claim absolute ownership and monopolize the use and 

exploit the world’s bounty, depriving others and 

future generations to share the world’s goods. 
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The Gaze of Jesus

 The Lord was able to invite others to be attentive to the beauty 
that there is in the world because he himself was in constant 
touch with nature, lending it attention full of fondness and 
wonder. (97)

 Jesus lived in full harmony with creation, and others were 
amazed… (98)

 The New Testament does not only tell us of the earthly Jesus and 
his tangible and loving relationship with the world. It also shows 
him risen and glorious, present throughout creation by his 
universal Lordship… The very flowers of the field and the birds 
which his human eyes contemplated and admired are now  
imbued with his radiant presence. (100)
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Integral Ecology

➢ An understanding that interconnection is the essence of 

reality

➢ As a way of seeing that can perceive interconnections among 

humans and the rest of creation

➢ As a moral principle for acting in harmony with them.

The concept serves as both the foundation of Pope Francis’

analysis of the ecological crises we face and 

the basis for his proposals about how to respond.
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 Integral ecology is a way of seeing that opens our eyes 

to the myriad of creatures with whom we are 

interrelated. 

 It helps us  to understand our interdependence and 

thus to value the rest of creation.

 Integral ecology as a guide for action (a moral 

principle) – expansion of solidarity

from social interdependence with other human beings, 

to human interdependence with the rest of creation.
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 Since everything is closely interrelated, today’s problems call 

for a vision capable of taking into account every aspect of the 

global crisis. (137) 

 We are faced not with two separate crises, one environmental 

and the other social, but rather with one complex crisis which 

is both social and environmental. Strategies for a solution 

demand an integrated approach to combatting poverty, 

restoring dignity to the excluded, and at the same time 

protecting nature. (139) 
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Common Good
“Human ecology is inseparable from the notion of common good, a central 

and unifying principle of social ethics. The common good is the “sum of those 

conditions of social life which allow social groups and their individual 

members relatively thorough and ready access to their own fulfilment.”

The underlying principle of common good is respect for the human person as 

such, endowed with basic and inalienable rights order to his or her integral 

development. 

It has also to do with the overall welfare of a society and the development of 

a variety of intermediate groups, applying the principle of subsidiarity.

Common good calls for social peace, stability and security provided by a 

certain order which cannot be achieved without particular concern for 

distributive justice; whenever this is violated, violence always ensues. 

Society as a whole, and the state in particular, are obliged to defend and 

promote the common good.” (157) 59



In the present condition of global society, where 

injustices abound and growing numbers of people are 

deprived of basic human rights and considered 

expendable, the principle of common good immediately 

becomes, logically and inevitably, a summons to solidarity 

and preferential option for the poorest of our brothers 

and sisters. (158)
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Call to Action:

What we need to do to respond 

to the ecological crisis
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Develop Loving Awareness

“to become painfully aware, 

to dare to turn what is happening to the world 

into our own personal suffering 

and thus to discover what each of us can do about it” 

(19)
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Dialogue/Planning at the global/international level

Dialogue on the environment in the international community.

Solutions are proposed from a global perspective

Interdependence obliges us to think of one world with a common 

plan

“Global consensus could lead to planning a sustainable and 

diversified agriculture, developing renewable and less polluting 

forms of energy, encouraging a more efficient use of energy, 

promoting a better management of marine and forests resources and 

ensuring universal access to drinking water.” (164)
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Dialogue/Planning at the national and local level

 Individual states can no longer ignore their responsibility for 

planning, coordination, oversight and enforcement within their 

respective borders. (177)

 Political and institutional frameworks do not exists simply to avoid 

bad practice, but also promote best practice, to stimulate 

creativity in seeking new solutions and to encourage individual 

and group initiatives. (177)
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Local action

“Local individuals and groups can make a difference. They are able to instil a 
greater sense of responsibility, a strong sense of community, a readiness to 
protect others, a spirit of creativity and a deep love for the land. They are also 
concerned about what they will eventually leave to their children and 
grandchildren. These values are deeply rooted in indigenous peoples

Because the enforcement of laws is at times inadequate due to corruption, 
public pressure has to be exerted in order to bring about decisive political 
action. 

Society, through NGO and intermediate groups, must put pressure on 
governments to develop more rigorous regulations, procedures and controls. 
Unless citizens control political power – national, regional and municipal – it will 
not be possible to control damage to the environment. 

Local legislation can be more effective, too, if agreements exist between  
neighbouring communities to support the same environmental policies. “(179)
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Ecological Education and Spirituality: Raising Awareness 

to develop new convictions, attitudes & Lifestyle

“It is we human beings above all who need to change. We lack 

awareness of our common origin, of our mutual belonging, and of the 

future to be shared by everyone.

This basic awareness would enable the development of new 

convictions, attitudes and forms of life.

A great cultural, spiritual and educational challenge stands before us 

and it will demand that we set out on the long path of renewal.” 

(202)
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Challenges for each one

 New lifestyle

 Education (for the covenant between humanity and the 
environment)

 Ecological Conversion

 Prophetic/contemplative lifestyle capable of deep 
enjoyment 

 Civic/political love

 Sacramental Celebration of Rest (Sabbath)
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New Lifestyle

 Overcoming compulsive consumerism 

 (an example of how techno-economic paradigm affect individuals 

which leads not only to the continuing ecological crisis but to 

social unrest, violence and mutual destruction)

 A change of lifestyle could bring healthy pressure to bear on 

those who wield political, economic and social power. This is 

what consumer movements accomplish by boycotting certain 

products. They prove successful in changing the way business 

operate, forcing them to consider their environmental footprint 

and their pattern of production. (206)
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“Environmental education has broadened its goals. Whereas in the 
beginning it was mainly centered on scientific information, 
consciousness-raising and prevention of environmental risks, it tends 
now to include a critique of the “myths” of modernity grounded on 
the utilitarian mindset (individualism, unlimited progress, 
competition, consumerism, the unregulated market).

It seeks also to restore the various levels of ecological equilibrium, 
establishing harmony within ourselves, with others, with nature and 
other living creatures, and with God.

Environmental education should facilitate making the leap towards 
the transcendent which gives ecological ethics its deepest meaning. 
(210) 69



Broadening the Goals of Environmental Education

More than scientific information, consciousness-raising 

and prevention of environmental risks

Also includes a critique of the “myths” of modernity 

grounded on the utilitarian mindset (individualism, 

unlimited progress, competition, consumerism, the 

unregulated market).

Aims at cultivating sound virtues will people be able to 

make a selfless ecological commitment.
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Bringing changes in lifestyle through little daily actions…

“Education in environmental responsibility can encourage ways of 
acting which directly and significantly affect the world around us like:

avoiding the use of plastic and paper,

reducing water consumption,

separating refuse, 

cooking only what can reasonably be consumed,

showing care for other living beings, 

using public transport or car-pooling,

planting trees, 

turning off unnecessary lights, 

Re-using something instead of immediately discarding it. “(211)
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Ecological education can take place in a variety of settings

“at school, in the families, in the media, in catechesis and 
elsewhere…

In the family we receive an integral education which enables us to 
grow harmoniously in personal maturity.

Political institutions and various other social groups are also entrusted 
with helping to raise people’s awareness.

So too is the Church. All Christian communities have an important 
role to play in ecological education. 

It is my hope that our seminaries and houses of formation will provide 
an education on responsible simplicity of life, in grateful 
contemplation of God’s world, in concern for the needs of the poor 
and the protection of the environment.” (214)
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Ecological Conversion 
“An ecological spirituality – that can motivate us to a more passionate concern for 
the protection of our world.

The life of the spirit is not dissociated from the body or from nature or from 
worldly realities, but lived in and with them, in communion with all the surround 
us. (216)

The ecological crisis is also a summons to profound interior conversion – whereby 
the effects of their encounter with Jesus Christ become evident in their 
relationship with the world around them. Living our vocation to be protectors of 
God’s handiwork is essential to a life of virtue… (217)

In recalling to mind the figure of St Francis of Assisi, we come to realize that a 
healthy relationship with creation is one dimension of overall personal conversion, 
which entails the recognition of our errors, sins, faults and failures, and leads to 
heartfelt repentance and a desire to change.”(218)

The ecological conversion needed to bring about lasting change is also a 
community conversion. (219)
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Attitudes which ecological conversion calls for:

Gratitude and gratuitousness, a recognition that the world is God’s 

loving gift, and that we are called to imitate his generosity in self-

sacrifice and good works.

a loving awareness that we are not disconnected from the rest of 

creatures, but joined in a splendid universal communion…

greater creativity and enthusiasm in resolving the world’s problems 

and offering ourselves to God “as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable.” (220)

Awareness that each creature reflects something of God and has a 

message to convey to us, and the security that Christ has taken unto 

himself this material world and now, risen, is intimately present to 

each being, surrounding  it with his affection and penetrating it with 

his light.” (221)
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Christian spirituality proposes 

 an alternative understanding of the quality of life and 

encourages a prophetic and contemplative lifestyle, one capable 

of deep enjoyment free of the obsession with consumption…

 a growth marked by moderation and the capacity to be happy 

with little.

 a return to that simplicity which allows us to stop and 

appreciate the small things, to be grateful for the opportunities 

which life affords us, to be spiritually detached from what we 

possess, and not to succumb to sadness for what we lack.” (222)

75



Being at peace with oneself –

inner peace is closely related to care for ecology and for the 

common good because

reflected in a balance lifestyle together with the capacity 

for wonder which takes us to a deeper understanding of life…

taking time to recover a serene harmony with creation, 

reflecting our lifestyle and our ideals, and contemplating the 

Creator who lives among us and surrounds us,’  (250)
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Care for nature is part of a lifestyle which includes the 

capacity for living together and communion. 

Jesus reminded us that we have God as our common 

Father and that makes us brothers and sisters. Fraternal 

love can only be gratuitous… 

This same gratuitousness inspires us to love and accept the 

wind, the sun and the clouds, even though we cannot 

control them. In this sense, we can speak of a “universal 

fraternity.” (228)
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Living in communion - spirituality of global solidarity

“The human person grows more, matures more and is 

sanctified more to the extent that he or she enters into 

relationship, going out from themselves to live in 

communion with God, with others and with all creatures. 

In this way, they make their own that Trinitarian dynamism 

which God imprinted in them when they were created.

Everything is interconnected, and this invites us to develop 

a spirituality of that global solidarity which flows from the 

mystery of the Trinity” (240)
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Community Action

“By organizations which work to promote the common good and to 
defend the environment..

Around these community actions, relationships develop or are 
recovered and a new social fabric emerges… 

These actions cultivate a shared identity, with a story which can be 
remembered and handed on. 

In this way, the world, and the quality of life of the poorest, are cared 
for, with a sense of solidarity which is at the same time aware that we 
live in a common home which God has entrusted to us. 

These community actions, when they express self-giving love, can also 
become intense spiritual experiences.” (232)
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“The universe unfolds in God who fills it completely. 

Hence, there is a mystical meaning to be found in a leaf, 

in a mountain trail, in a dew drop. 

The ideal is not only to pass from the exterior to the 

interior to discover the action of God in the soul but also 

to discover God in all things.” (233)
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Areas that the Church/religious communities

need to consider for a plan of action and evaluation

(proposed by DPIHD & Sowing Hope for the Planet Campaign)

Response to the Cry of the earth

Response to the Cry of the poor

Ecological Economics

Adoption of Simple Lifestyles

Ecological Education

Ecological Spirituality

Community Involvement and Participatory Action
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